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Some facts about Haus Brücke

Å Haus Brücke exists since 1983
Å In Haus Brücke we have about 130-150 

short time-guests in the ageof 4-17 
years every year

Å Most of our guestshave different 
diagnoses, for example mental or
physical disabilities , autism, epilepsy, 
behavioural problems

Å Our guestsstay in Haus Brücke from 2 
nights up to 6 weeks, in the caseof an 
emergency in the family for even longer
periods of time and sometimes even until
permanent place in a different house can be
found



Some facts about Haus Brücke

Å Haus Brücke was rebuilt in 2005 

in the neighbourhood of other

facilities , where about 65 young

people with different disabilities

live permanently and closeto a special

school for children with disabilities

Å That gives us the best chancesto stay

in a very near contact to all these

other parts of the system, that supports the
families and their children



Some facts about Haus Brücke

Å Haus Brücke is part of the vBSBethel, 
one of the biggest European 
organisations, that offers support to
more than 5.500 persons in very
different fields of our social and
health caresystem

Å Haus Brücke also is part of becura
e.V., a non profit organisation, 
consisting of 15 short time placesin 
the middle -north of Germany with the
goal to support families with the often
hard work of caring for their disabled
family members at home, by offering
individual and professionel help in 
short time services



Some facts about Haus Brücke

Å In addition to our normal routines of
short time carewe started to develop
special offers many years ago with the
aim to encourageand support the
families in a better way and to enable
new experiencesof learning different 
skills and getting our guestshaving
more fun

Å Today, I would like to show you some
examples of our special offers and tell
you about the positive feedbacké and
maybe I succeedto give you new ideas
for your workplace to benefit from in 
the future



How to manage our special

offers
Å The funding of short time residential care in 

Germany is basedon our social and our
health caresystem, but there is only little
money for our special offers

Å We need donations to fund all our offers and
parents have to contribute a bit é which I 
think is important to give them an idea about
the fact, that thesespecial offers are not 
included in the common system of help

Å Another important fact is, that by offering
our events we get more families booking our
respite carewhich gives us more money to
provide the serviceswe offer



How to manage our special

offersÅ We need a lot of time to organize all theseevents and a 
big part of it is my work , which often is hard to organize
parallel to the everyday business. But it is worthwhile
becauseour guestsand the family system benefit aswell 
asour organisation does

Å We need to promote our offers to the families and very
often we have to convince them to be courageousand let
their children take part in our events

Å One of the most important premise for the successis the
staff! 

Å We do have a lot of very interested, motivated and
creative people doing a really ambitious jobðwithout
them this kind of work would not be possible



Short time holidays

Å Twice a year we go on holiday for 5-7 
days with a group of 8-12 of our guests

Å We go on holiday during the school
year so our guestsget time off school for
thesedays

Å In personel contact to the teacherwe can
decide together, whether this holiday is
a good opportunity for the students or
not 

Å In most casesit is no problem to get
time off for our guestsbecauseour
holidays include new experiencesin a 
group which encouragestheir
development in multiple ways



Short time holidays

Å We mostly spend theseholidays by the seaand
use it for an individual and fun-making
programme of outdoor acitivities and training
of live skills

Å One of the most important experiencesto our
guests is learning social skills with eachother
and helping eachother to have some nice days
together

Å And we want to have fun together to deepen
the relationship with eachother and the
friendships which give our guestsmore
confidence and feeling of security



Short time holidays

Å The families view :

ï All parents are first of all happy to give their
children the chanceto spend a holiday by the
sea

ï They confirm , that theseholidays help their
children to get more self confidence

ï They tell us about balanced and happy 
children after spending a holiday with us

ï Families, that let their children go on hoilday
with us for a first time are keen to repeat this
in the future

ï We think , this is the best argument, that we
are doing well



5x5km -relay in Berlin

Å An inclusive trip to Berlin together with
students from different schoolsfrom
around the areaðschool for children with
special needsand multiple high schools


